
Involvement of the Senate of the Third Republic  
of Poland in the lives of Poles abroad

During the inter-war period, the Senate of the Republic of Poland 
attached great importance to the issue of emigration and strove to 
maintain ties with groups of Polish immigrants abroad, which had 
already grown in number by then. Various activities were undertaken to inte-
grate Polish expatriate and émigré communities abroad. 

In 1929, the 1st Congress of Poles from Abroad took place and an Organization Council 
was set up to coordinate initiatives for the benefit of Polish expatriates and émigrés. The 
Marshal of the Senate, Juliusz Szymański, was appointed as its president. Participants 
of the 2nd Congress (1934) established the World Association of Poles Living Abro-
ad (“Światpol”), bringing together most of Polish Diaspora communities. Władysław 
Raczkiewicz, the Marshal of the Senate, became its first president. “Światpol” aimed at 
reinforcing ties between Polish emigrants and their homeland, collaborated with Polish 
émigré educational and cultural organizations, raised funds and subsidized Polish émi-
gré publishing houses, with a view to promoting “Polishness” and preserving national 
identity, especially among younger generations born abroad.

Following the tradition of the inter-war period, the Senate reinsta-
ted in 1989 once again assumed the patronage over Poles living outside 
Poland. In 1990, the Association “Polish Community” was established. Andrzej Stel-
machowski, the Marshal of the Senate of the First Term, became its president.

The Marshal of the Senate is the principle honorary sponsor of numerous initiatives 
taken for the benefit of the  Polish Diaspora and important events which involve 
compatriots from abroad. The Senate strives to maintain ties with Poles and people 
of Polish origin residing abroad mainly through the work of the Emigration Affairs 
and Contacts with Poles Abroad Committee. The Senate takes interest in their cur-
rent problems and legal status in their countries of residence. It initiates activity and 
cooperation of Polish Diaspora and Polish communities all over the world and con-
tributes to the protection of Polish cultural heritage, traditions and customs abroad. 

Frequent meetings and visits of representatives of Polish Diaspora organisations ena-
ble the Senate to become familiar with the situation of the communities they repre-
sent, their problems and needs. Contacts with the Committee have already become an 
integral part of visits to Poland by émigré and expatriate community representatives.

Initially, the Senate focused on providing assistance to our compa-
triots living in countries of the former Soviet Union. At present, it also 
provides support for Polish Diaspora and Polish education and cultural institutions, 
organizes summer holidays for children and young people, promotes patriotic attitudes 
among the young generation, social assistance and charitable activities to help senior ci-
tizens or those in need. The Polish Senate has played an important role in the rebirth of 
Polish identity in countries to the east of Poland and in the promotion of Polish culture 
and language in the world. Thanks to the Senate and its cooperation with the non-go-
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vernmental sector in Poland and with Polish communities in the East, education and 
culture are developing there at a brisk pace, although not without problems. Direct con-
tacts between Poles (particularly children and young people from Polish families) from 
the East and their homeland have increased. Many new Polish periodicals have been 
founded and numerous Polish radio and TV programmes have been created.

A vital role in strengthening the position of Poland and “Polishness” outside Poland 
is played by local initiatives of the Polish communities in the East. The 
aid which they receive from the Presidium of the Senate is mostly intended to stimu-
late and support activities of Poles in the area of education and culture, in the deve-
lopment of small businesses, improvement of professional qualifications, agriculture, 
self-governance, and dissemination of the knowledge of international laws concerning 
the standards of protection of the rights of national and ethnic minorities.

Cooperation with Polish expatriate and émigré communities in the 
West is of a different nature. Polish communities living in countries with a long-
-standing democratic tradition have been free to organize and acquire experience in con-
ducting social, cultural or even political activities. Poles living in the West expect, above all, 
that Poland will support their activities in their countries of residence to boost the prestige 
of the Polish ethnic minority, contributing to the positive image of our country abroad. 

The Senate allocated significant funds in the Senate Chancellery budget for care 
extended to Polish expatriate and émigré communities, especially in the East (in the 
last few years, they amounted to about 75 million PLN annually). This includes the 
construction and repair of Polish schools, Polish cultural centres and headquarters of 
Polish organizations in different countries of the world. Appreciating the importance 
of the problem, the Senate has supported Polish Diaspora communities in their ef-
forts to ensure proper premises for their activities. In many countries of Eastern and 
Central Europe, Asia and Latin America, Polish centres have been set up to suit the 
needs of the local Polish Diaspora organisations.

Legislative initiatives taken by the fourth Term Senate and then ad-
opted by the Sejm were an important breakthrough in Poland’s policy 
with respect to Poles living abroad. Under one of them, all repatriates, espe-
cially those from Kazakhstan and Asian regions, have been given the right to return to 
Poland. Another initiative enabled Poles living abroad to participate in the second round 
of presidential elections. The process of legislating the act on Polish citizenship, the act 
on the Pole’s Charter, and the law on declaring May 2nd as the Day of Polish Émigré 
and Expatriate Communities was interrupted by the expiry of the parliamentary term. 
The Fifth Term Senate returned to the initiative of declaring May 2nd as the Day 
of Polish Émigré and Expatriate Communities. The Sejm adopted it in 2002. 
This initiative refers to the pre-World War II tradition of celebrating the Day of Care 
for the Welfare of Polish Compatriots in Foreign Lands. It also implements one of the 
resolutions adopted by the 2nd Congress of Polish Communities and Poles Abroad. In 
2008, during the sixth term of the Senate, the Act on the Pole’s Charter entered into 
force, adopted at the initiative of the government. It simplifies procedures and grants 
privileges to our compatriots living in the East, including multiple-entry permits, visa fee 
reimbursements and access to Polish education.

In 2002, the Polish Diaspora Consultative Council was established 
in the office of the Marshal of the Senate. It is composed of representa-
tives of major Polish Diaspora and Polish minority organisations from all continents. 
The Council’s term of office coincides with that of the Senate. The Council is tasked 
with giving opinions on issues which are important for the Polish Diaspora and Poles 
Abroad and on draft legislation concerning these communities. The Presidium of the 
Senate took these opinions into account when it decides what objectives and tasks 
associated with providing support for the Polish Diaspora and Poles Abroad should 
be given priority in the allocation of funds. The funds set aside for that purpose were 
reduced in 2012 following budgetary cuts at the Chancellery of the Senate, making 
it necessary to redefine the tasks of the Senate and its bodies in matters concerning 
their cooperation with the Polish Diaspora, Polish Emigrants and Poles Abroad or 
activities taken jointly with Polish Diaspora Consultative Council.Polish Communities Abroad Office, 2012


