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Marshals of the Senate  
of the Second Polish Republic

During 17 years of its existence (1922–1939), the senate of the second polish 
republic was headed by 5 marshals. they all came from families with a long 
tradition of struggle for independence, which was characteristic of the gen-
eration born after the insurrection of 1863. they were all educated in higher 
education institutions of the countries that had invaded and occupied poland 
– austro-Hungary, germany and russia. they all entered into adulthood at 
the turn of the 20th century (1880–1914). in 1918, the year poland regained in-
dependence, all five future marshals of the polish senate held public offices ei-
ther at home or abroad, also in patriotic organizations. Before taking up their 
duties as co-leaders of the parliament in Wiejska street, they held different 
public functions in the second polish republic. throughout their lives they 
took interest in politics and polish issues.

WOJciecH trĄMPcZYŃSKi (1860–1953)
Senate of the First term (1922–1927)

Wojciech trąmpczyński was born in 1860 in Dębowa in Wielkopolska (greater 
poland), to a landed gentry family. He studied law at the universities of Wrocław 
and Berlin. in 1886, he opened a legal practice in poznań. He was a member of 
the Council of the City of poznań, where he served as the chairman of the pol-
ish Circle. after election to the reich parliament in 1912, he became the chair-
man of the polish parliamentary Circle. in late 1918 and early 1919, he carried 
on negotiations with representatives of the german government on the peace-
ful separation of Wielkopolska from germany, having been authorised to do so 
by the supreme people’s Council. on 14 february 1919, he was elected Marshal 
of the sejm (lower House) by a majority of votes. trąmpczyński organized the 
Chancellery of the sejm from scratch. He presided over the Civic state-Defence 
Committee during the war with soviet russia in 1920. By virtue of constitutional 
entitlements bestowed upon him by the Constitution of March 1921, he played the 
role of a mediator between the Head of state and the sejm during the formation 
of successive governments. On 1 December 1922, he was elected Marshal of 
the First term Senate. although critical of the May 1926 coup d’état, he acted 
as a mediator between Wielkopolska – which was ready to reinstate the abolished 
legal government by force and k. Bartel’s cabinet supported by Marshal piłsudski. 
trąmpczyński brought to poznań a letter from the new prime minister guaran-
teeing the rule of law. the threat of a civil war was thus averted. after the new 
constitution was adopted in 1935, he joined the opposition, convinced that the 
winners of the latest election were not true representatives of the nation.

Wojciech trąmpczyński died in poznań in 1953 at the age of 93. He was buried 
in the poznań Cemetery for Meritorious Citizens of Wielkopolska.
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Julian JuliuSZ SZYMaŃSKi (1870–1958)
 
Senate of the Second term (1928–1930)

julian szymański was born in kielce in 1870. in 1896, he became a doctor, hav-
ing graduated with honours from the university of kiev. 

He took part in anti-tsarist demonstrations during the revolution of 1905. 
fearing reprisals, he fled to the united states, where he combined an ophthal-
mologic practice with journalism and cultural activities in the polish commu-
nity of Chicago. Between 1916 and 1920, he lived in Brazil, where he worked as 
a professor at the university in Curitiba. after a long time abroad, he returned 
to independent poland in 1922 and became the Head of the ophthalmolog-
ic Clinic in vilnius. in 1928, with support of Marshal pilsudski, he opened 
a state-of-the-art eye clinic and a military ophthalmologic department. julian 
szymański was elected to the Senate of the Second term on 27 March 
1928, from the State list of the non-Partisan Block of cooperation 
with the Government (BBWr) and became its Marshal. He initiated leg-
islation on combating tuberculosis, physical education, compulsory hygiene 
education in schools and the establishment of the Ministry of social Welfare 
and public Health. During the second term of the senate, the conflict between 
the opposition and the government intensified. although szymański sympa-
thized with Marshal piłsudski, he was in favour of a  compromise between 
the government and the opposition for the sake of the common good. When 
k. Bartel’s cabinet resigned, in March 1930 szymański was tasked with es-
tablishing a new government. on august 30, 1930, the president dissolved the 
government on the pretext of its inefficiency. szymański returned to vilnius, 
where he retired in 1935. it is not clear what he did during the second World 
War. in 1950, he emigrated to Brazil with his family. in 1956, he returned to 
homeland at the age of 87, after his wife died. His return was possible due to 
liberalisation of the political system in poland. 

He died in 1958 in Białystok and was buried there.

WŁaDYSŁaW racZKieWicZ (1885–1947)
 
Senate of the third term (1930–1935)

Władysław raczkiewicz was born in 1885 in the Caucasus. in 1911, he gradu-
ated from the universities of saint petersburg and Dorpat (later tartu), where 
he studied law. 

During World War i, the russian government authorized him to establish 
the first polish Corps. He served as Chairman of the supreme Council of 
the polish Military force in russia. in December 1918, he provided president 
piłsudski with a report on the situation in the eastern Borderlands. Between 
1921 and 1930, he served three terms as Minister of internal affairs and the 
voivode of novgorod. after the establishment of the voivodeship of vilnius, 
he became the voivode of that voivodeship too. as the Minister of internal af-
fairs, he was responsible for public administration, local governments, pub-
lic safety and healthcare. in addition, he supervised the work of the Central 
statistical office, the office for silesian affairs and Border protection Corps. 
Władysław raczkiewicz served as Chairman of the Ministerial Committee 
for the eastern Borderlands and national Minorities. advocated the policy of 
solving social conflicts by negotiation. Helped to establish the eastern euro-
pean research institute in vilnius. served as a substitute for prime Minis-
ter Władysław grabski during the latter’s trips abroad. in 1930, was elected 
to the senate from the non-partisan Block of Cooperation with the govern-
ment (BBWr) list. From 9 December 1930, he served as Marshal of the 
third term Senate. introduced the custom of seeking presidential ap-
proval of the senate Marshal-elect, which became law in 1938. the adoption 
of a new constitution on 10 july 1935 ended the work of the third term senate.  
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raczkiewicz was appointed as the voivode of kraków, then as the Minister of 
internal affairs and finally as the voivode of pomerania. He presented a plan 
for the development of the local government and supported the aspirations of 
national minorities. after the outbreak of the war, president piłsudski sent 
him to paris as the Chairman of the World association of poles living abroad 
to organize assistance for poland. During World War ii, he became the presi-
dent of the polish republic in exile. for the sake of the country’s good, he col-
laborated with prime ministers who opposed Marshal piłsudski, including 
general Władysław sikorski. However, he was against policies which jeop-
ardized the territorial integrity of the republic of poland. in a letter to pope 
pius xii, he intervened in matters associated with the extermination of the 
polish jews. He also demanded an inquiry into the circumstances of death of 
the polish officers in katyń.

Władysław raczkiewicz died in Wales in 1947, after a serious illness. He was 
buried at the polish pilots’ cemetery in newark.

aleKSanDer PrYStOr (1874–1941)
 
Senate of the Fourth term (1935–1938)

alexander prystor was born in vilnius in 1874. Between 1894 and 1901, he 
studied mathematics and medicine in Moscow and Dorpat (later tartu). 

When he was a  student, he conspired for the independence of poland as 
a member of the polish socialist party. During the revolution of 1905, he set up 
anti-tsarist combat organizations. Between 1908 and 1912, prystor participat-
ed in officer courses at the legally operating shooting association in kraków. 
in 1912, he was arrested and deported to orel in russia. He regained his free-
dom when the revolution broke out in february 1917. in May 1918, he took up 
the post of an advisor at the Ministry of public Health and labour protection 
in the regent Council government. at the same time, he served as member of 
the supreme Headquarters of the polish Military organization. from 1918 to 
1922, he served as the under-secretary of state in the labour Ministry. He 
also worked as a special assistant of the Commander-in-Chief. after the May 
1926 coup d’état, he became the chief of staff at the general inspectorate of the 
armed forces. in 1934, he represented Marshal piłsudski during talks on the 
normalisation of polish-lithuanian relations in kaunas. prystor served as the 
labour Minister (1929–1930) and the prime Minister of the polish government 
(1931–1933). His cabinet developed policies based on the economic experience 
of western democracies, the usa and authoritarian states (ussr, italy). prys-
tor took part in the development of a new electoral law. under this law, only 2% 
of the population had the right of vote in elections to the senate of the fourth 
term, since eligibility to vote depended on age and economic status. prys-
tor was elected to the senate as a representative of vilnius. He was elected 
Marshal of the Senate at its first sitting, on 4 October 1935. in the senate 
of the fifth term (1938–1939), he presided over the budget, economic and agri-
cultural committees. after the nazi invasion in 1939, prystor sought shelter in 
lithuania. in 1940, when lithuania found itself under russian occupation, he 
was arrested, taken to Moscow and imprisoned at lubianka. 

He died in Moscow in the summer of 1941. there is a symbolic grave of alek-
sander prystor at powązki Cemetery in Warsaw.
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piotr pulikowski

BOGuSŁaW MieDZiŃSKi (1891–1972)
 
Senate of the Fifth term (1938–1939)

Born in Miastków near Warsaw in 1891. Between 1910 and 1914, he studied 
agronomy and chemistry in lviv and kraków.

Bogusław Miedziński was an activist in the kraków branch of the shooting 
association, where he met j. piłsudski. Co-founder of the polish Military or-
ganization during World War i. as an activist of the political underground, he 
earned a reputation of excellent organizer. When piłsudski became the Head 
of state, Miedziński was tasked with political responsibilities (for example, he 
headed the second information Department of the staff of the Ministry of Mil-
itary affairs). He won a seat to the sejm of the first term sejm (1922–1927) as 
a deputy of the polish peasant alliance piast (psl-piast). Miedziński belonged 
to the piłsudski-led pressure group inside and outside the parliament. in 1926, 
he was appointed the Minister of posts and telegraphs. Miedziński, who was 
known for his ability to act behind the scenes, participated in developing an 
election and propaganda strategy for the piłsudski camp. these activities led 
to the establishment of the non-partisan Block of Cooperation with the gov-
ernment (BBWr). in the sejm of the second term (1928–1930), Miedziński was 
a member of the Military and foreign affairs Committee. He was a Deputy 
Marshal of the fourth term sejm (1935–1938). Miedziński was involved in the 
drawing up of the Constitution of april 1935. as president of the prasa polska 
s.a. conglomerate, he promoted the concepts of a one-nation state and prima-
cy of the executive branch of government. Miedziński won a seat to the senate 
of the fifth term (1938–1939) and, on the President’s nomination, became 
its Marshal on 28 november 1938. after 1939, was sent to south africa by 
the anti-piłsudski government of general sikorski for the duration of the war. 
in 1947, he went to london, where he occasionally published historical arti-
cles. He also contributed many editing notes to the Modern History of poland 
written by W. pobóg-Malinowski and served as a member of the Council of the 
piłsudski institute. He remained loyal to Marshal piłsudski until his death.

Died in london in 1972 and was buried at south ealing Cemetery near london.


